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Chair,

Thank you for giving me the floor.

I thank Hanna S. Tetteh, Under-Secretary General and Director of the

United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON) for presenting the Secretary-

General s Report on the progress on the Replacement of Office Blocks A-J

at UNON.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you on your

appointment. The Government of Kenya looks forward to supporting you.

My delegation welcomes your Report.

I also acknowledge the contribution of the Advisory Committee on

Administrative and Budgetary Questions.

Kenya aligns herself with the statements delivered by the distinguished

representatives of Egypt and Uganda, on behalf of the G-77 and China,

and the African Group, respectively.

As host of the United Nations Office at Nairobi, Kenya highly values the

presence of the Duty Station.
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More significantly, UNON plays an impor ant role in Africa in view of the

fact that it is the only duty station in the global south that hosts the global

headquarters of UN organizations: the United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Human Settlements

Programme.

Nairobi also hosts peace-keeping operations as well as country, regional

and project offices of several UN agencies, funds and programmes and

other entities.

Considering the significance of the United Nations  role in matters of peace,

security and humanitarian activities in Africa, the importance of this

headquarters in the region cannot be under-estimated.

Recognizing this, Kenya has invested significantly in ensuring the

environment is conducive for the United Nations to discharge its important

mandate.

We reiterate our commitment to continue honoring our obligations and

responsibilities in conformity with the Headquarters Agreement.
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Chair,

The United Nations Offices  presence in Nairobi has expanded over the

years.

In order to accommodate all United Nations funds, programs and agencies,

new additional office facilities were constructed in 2010.

Building Blocks A-J, constructed in the 1970s, initially as semi-permanent

buildings, have reached the end of their design life. They no longer comply

with important standards and codes.

They include:

(a) Industrial Health and Safety Compliance;

(b) Seismic Code Compliance;

(c) Hazardous Materials;

(d) Accessibility;

(e) Energy-efficiency and Sustainability, and

(f) Space Utilization.

Nevertheless, the gravest concern is non-compliance with security

requirements, in view of their proximity to the main (UN Avenue). In

addition, there are major structural hazards.
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The roof requires replacement and glazing. The window frames are

beyond repair. The wiring presents a risk of fire.

In essence, the buildings are beyond repair.

Further investment in these buildings would be very costly.

Chair,

Over the years, the infrastructure supporting the Gigiri area, the location of

UNON, has been improved. Such as road expansion, signaling at major

road intersections have also been improved considerably. There have

been further improvements aimed at decongesting secondary/exit points to

the UN complex.

Additional measures are under consideration including the expansion of

utility services to support the area and specifically, any developments on

the UN Gigiri complex.

Kenya therefore, welcomes the steps taken by the Secretary-General

following the approval from the General Assembly in resolution 72/262 to

initiate the project for the replacement of Office Blocks A-J at the United

Nations Office at Nairobi.



We take note of the project proposals and in particular, efforts made to

ensure the future space needs of the organization are taken into account in

light of increasing requests received by UNON to provide additional office

space to current tenants who would like to expand their operations, as well

as specialized agencies, funds and programs.

We welcome the refined project proposal that proposes repurposing the

existing services building and constructing an adjacent annex with the

purpose of providing new office space to support and accommodate the

Office s Secretariat functions.

My delegation fully supports the recommendation by the ACABQ that the

General Assembly requests the Secretary-General to provide updates on

the pilot projects in his future reports on the construction project at UNON.

Kenya appreciates the financial support towards implementation of the

project for the replacement of Office Blocks A-J at UNON, which has been

reduced by a revised maximum overall cost of $66.26 million and

especially, the accelerated construction schedule.

We will do whatever is possible to facilitate importation for official purposes,

construction material and equipment for the project. However, we strongly

encourage local sourcing.
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Chair,

In light of the benefits and measures, I have outlined aimed at enhancing

the presence of UNON, it is clear that further investment in Kenya makes

financial sense in terms of costs. Considering that the investment

addresses the organization s future specific requirements, it is a prudent

financial decision.

Last but not least, there is certainly no doubt that the expenditure of UNON

compared to expenditures of other UN duty stations away from

headquarters do not even compare in the least.

Some of these duty stations receive support to the level of $ 1 billion.

Considering that UNON is portrayed as the United Nations Headquarters in

Africa, it should be allocated more funds.

I believe this would demonstrate the seriousness that it deserves.

It would also send an important message not only to Africa, but also to the

rest of the world.

Kenya believes the UN system must increase its funding so that UNON

lives up to its billing as a truly African Headquarters of the United Nations.
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Chair,

Finally, my delegation is convinced UNON s presence in Africa

demonstrates the potential the continent offers considering 43 years of

commitment and service to the United Nations.

There is certainly more we can do by building further on this legacy and

looking for more opportunities to support the needs of the UN from such a

strategic location in Africa.

Kenya looks forward to engaging constructively during informal

consultations on this important matter.

Chair, thank you for your attention!
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